
  

Notes for Quick Tour of Cleveland 
Art Museum Favorite Pieces

(c) Prof. RP Loui, 3/21/2025
http://awkscripts.com/oldweb/loui.html 

For CWRU office hour tour
Images from CMA, Wikipedia, Tuppublog, 

worldhistory.org, Water History (Rayne, Springer), mdpi 
remote sensing, meisterdrucke.us, yale.leilan.edu



  

Stargazer

● Beautiful, best of its kind in the world

● Maybe much earlier than other Near East CMA pieces, 3000BCE is pre-
Sargonic, but 2000BCE puts us in the post-Sargonic time of biblical 
Enoch=Shekhna(?) (2054-1979)

● In any case, pre-Indo-Iranian, pre-Luwian/pre-Hittite, pre-Kurgan/pre-
Yamnaya insofar as Western Anatolia is concerned

● Compare to mother goddess old Europe pre-IE art, e.g. pre-Nuragic 
Sardinian mother goddess c. 20thC BCE

● Concerned with the sky:  compare “Watchers” (Enoch 8), probably proto-
Chaldeans in the Hurrian/Harran/Balikh River area, whose “godlessness” 
was enchantments & resolving of enchantments (pharmacy), root-cuttings 
(horticulture), astrology/constellations (astronomy), knowledge of the clouds 
(meteorology), signs of the earth (geology/seismology), signs of the sun 
(heliophysics), course of the moon (selenology); cf. Jubilees “first [Amorite] 
who learnt writing and knowledge and wisdom and wrote down the signs of 
[stars] according to their order of the months, that men might know the 
seasons” (so what were they watching?); see also Apkallu scholars



  



  



  



  



  

Gudea

● “Ensi” (modestly, governor, not “Lugal”=god king) of Lagash (on Tigris upstream of 
Larsa near old coast/marshland)

● r. 2144-2124 (MC) independent of Akkad/Ur-III/Elam, during Gutian usurpers of 
Sumer and Akkadian remants around Mar-i, after the fall of Sargon’s Akkadian 
Empire ending with Dudu and Shu-Turul

● Known for building irrigation canals and temples, not just conquest (e.g., of distant 
Anshan in Elam)

● Soon thereafter Ur-III (Ur-Nammu 2112), found beheaded statues of Gudea’s 3rd 
successor Nam-Mahani and his wife; Ur-III’s Shulgi and Ibbi-Sin would try to 
prevent Amorite incursions with wall, unsuccessfully

● Weiss/Yale Tell Leilan project documents famine, collapse, tephra layer, 4.2ka bp 
drought (2150-1950), Karaca Dag phreatic venting, massive lahar when rains 
return in the (K)Habor Basin (retreat to Mar-din=Arg/Ark=mountain fortress; see 
also Mt. Cudi/Bari? location also on the Urartu mountains front range)

● Contemporary of biblical Adam (ha’adam=human=Amorite person, later 
edom=red), first Mar-Tu with a lineage, he as far north as you can go in 
Mesopotamia, in Padan/Edn/Adn=modern Kurdish Rojava (cf. 210 in LA), Gudea 
as far south=ancient Sumer (cf. 405 meeting 5 near the coast)

● Two calculations:  1. Adam-Se-En-Ca-Ma-Ja-En-Me-La-Noah’-Sh-Ar-Sa-He-Ph-
Ra-Se-Na-Te’-Abram’-Is’-Ja-Le-Ge-Am’-Moses b. 1625, 25 * 17 (est. mean 
firstborn @17)=425 + (‘)5 born later than usual first family → 525 → Adam b. 2150; 
or 2. lunar shanim until Noah, repaired ages to reflect biostats/Josephus, biannual 
planting shanim after deluge, anchor date Battle of Siddim c. 1767 Abram @42→ 
Adam b. 2148



  



  



  



  



  

Neo-Assyrian 
Cuneiform

● 883-859 Ashur-nas-ir-pal II (Assur-xxx-i-bal), Nimrud/Kalhu/Calah (upper Tigris)

● 3rd king after Neo-Assyrian reinvention of Middle Assyrian Empire, Ashur-U-bal-it I 
(1363-1328), after Old Assyrian Empire (Puz-ur-Ashur I c. 2025), and Shamas-i-Adad 
I (Amorite West Semite r. 1908) wrestled Assur from Sargon I (not Sargon the Great, 
but an East Semite name), after tangling with Naram-Sin of Babylon/Eshnunna

● 610 Fall/Siege of Harran, Ashur-u-Bal-it II falls to Nabo-pol-assar of Neo-Babylon (of 
later importance to Judea:  1000-950 start of temple, 480 interval is short, Josephus 
has 592/612, 722 fall of northern Israel, Samaritan settlement, 701 failed siege of 
Jerusalem, 597-587 fall of southern Judea, loss of temple, exile)

● Nimrud is misnamed, confusing Gen 10:10 as same person as Gen 10:11-12

● Gen 10:10 Nimrod fits the story of Amorite Sumu-Abum (r. 1897-1883), founder of 
Amorite Babylon, not Naram-Sin of Akkad, nor Ur-Nammu of Ur-III, both too early, 
both wrong language:  Noah (b. 2009)-Ham (2nd son b. 1975 late)-Cush (1st son b. 
1958)-Nimrod (6th son,  b. 1930?), controlled Kish (nr. Accad), also Uruk (Erech) by 
marriage

● Gen 10:11-12 is about Amorite Shamshi-Adad I, r. Assur 1808-1776, Gen 10:13 is 
about Amorite migration into Goshen, c. 1830, Gen 10:14-19 about Retjenu

● Any Amorite history of 19thC founding of empires would include stories of Sumu-
Abum (predecessor of Hammurabi/Amraphel), Shamshi-Adad I, and the Canaanite 
14th Dynasty in Goshen/Avaris/Heliopolis (perhaps also Yamhad)



  



  



  

Seated Ruler

● 2000-1700 possibly Ebla, kingdom north of Canaan, near 
Aleppo/Alep/Halab/Halpa/Halpu/Halba, cultic center of West Semite 
Ba’al Hadad (storm god, prevalent until Yahweh schism holds)

● After 2250, Ebla is in Amorite control (formerly “East” Semitic, now 
“West” Semitic; maybe better to say SE and NW Semitic)

● Ebla→ Habla → Havla → Havilah indicating Pison Gen 2:11 
includes Upper Euphrat with Balikh/Baal-ikh/Peleg

● Abram @37 and Sarai @32 immigrate from Urfa/Harran to Hebron 
via Damascus (where he has knowledge of celestial science, maybe 
 performs mlk, “with an army” according to Josephus, Chaldeans still 
in the north, not yet south, “above Babylon”) 1773

● Melchizedek of (Jeru-)Salem and Abimelech of Gerar would have 
looked like this, petty kings of Canaanite cities, Hadad mlk (mlk-
(ha)d’m) sacrifices (human/pre-13yo); though Ebla/Aleppo/Mardikh-
III (cf. Mar-du/Marduk) was much bigger, falling to Yamhad (Sumu-
Apuh and Yarim-Lim-I), replaced by Kingdom of Qatna (Amut-pi-El 
II=Tidal?), with vassal Zimri-Lim of Mari who had ruled in 
Alalakh/Antioch=Arioch?); one would need to traverse Mari and 
Qatna to attack the Levant from Shinar (see also  Kudur(-Lagamer) 
possibly of Elam or Elam-related Rim-Sin I of Amorite Isin-Larsa)



  



  



  

Priest-King
or Deity

● Hittite, Northern Syria, c. 1600 (post-conquest Yamhad/Ebla/Qatna); 
If Hittite, not Hethite (biblical Hittite in Canaan?), then 
Indo-Iranian/Anatolian IE; This is not Ba’al/Teshub/Teshup but 
compare general form (nor Dagon/Dagan/El of 
Tuttul/Terqa/Mari/Emar/Philistines, who is usually seated)

● 1600 is the recent carbon-dating of massive and extended 
Thera/Santorini eruptions, transforming religion in Minoa, same time 
as Hittites taking Yamhad/Aleppo 1600, i.e., IE incursion, also 
sacking Babylon 1595, shocking the nexus of Amorite Empires

● 1600 birth of Yahweh (Kenite Zippor-ah), birth of archaic Hebrew 
(ending dominant Amorite), birth of proto-Sinaitic scripts (proto-Sin→ 
Phoenician→ paleo-Heb → Samaritan), see Yarikh/Yareah/Sin, 
Asher-ah vs Astarte (conflated Grove/Tree worship)

● 1585 Exodus of Jacob’s 3+ generations’ 6000+ descendants after 
contumacy against pumice-induced famine-culling, from 
Heliopolis/Cairo minority enclave, as corvee labor religious rebels 
from Hyksos Apepi, into the Sinai, references to “pillar of the cloud 
and pillar of fire”, post-wander Jericho destruction dated 1565; 
ensuing campaigns to unify Egypt from Thebes beginning c. 1560, 
ending under Sequenre-Tao, Kamose, and Ahmose I
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Minoan Girl

● Crete, 1600-1500
● Post-Thera eruption, on the way to IE Hellenization, 

Linear A to Linear B, change of art and pantheon
● Placed opposite the IE Syro-Hittite priest/deity
● Minoan art found at Hyksos Avaris before Theban 

ejection, also Canaan and Levant contact
● So this girl is a witness to the birth of Israel as a state, 

at least in rural hill areas, and Exodus from the other 
side of the Sea

● What does Cleveland have in its Near East room?
– Something related to the Watchers
– Something from the time of Adam
– Something from the time and place of Abraham
– Something from the time of Exodus
– Something from the time just before conquest and exile
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